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SHORT FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN (SFSC)

European Commission defines a short food supply chain, as a supply 

chain involving:

- a limited number of economic operators, committed to cooperation;

- local economic development; 

- maintaining close geographical and social relations between food 

producers, processors and consumers.

SFSCs were defined for the first time in the EU’s rural development 

policy for 2014-2020.





EXAMPLES OF SHORT FOOD SUPPLY 
CHAIN (SFSC)

Farmers’ Markets (Piazza Tasso Farmer Market, Florence)

Farm Shops & On-Farm Sales

Food cooperatives 

Community-Supported Agriculture (CSA): AMAP, ASAT

Online Platforms & Box Delivery Schemes

Solidarity Purchasing Groups (GAS – Italy);

Direct Sales to Restaurants (ALAS,  RO)

Local Foods Hub

Urban Agriculture & Community Gardens.



IMPACT

SFSCs are considered to have positive effects on social sustainability: new

networks engaging both farmers and consumers, in both rural and urban
areas

Strengthened cooperation at the production stage has the benefit of supporting
the knowledge and skills of small-scale farmers.

Participation in SFSCs may increase the food awareness and culinary
education of consumers

Revitalise and empower the local community, instilling a sense of pride and

belonging to a certain area and community.

Sources: "Short Food Supply Chains and Their Contributions to Sustainability:
Participants’Views and Perceptions from 12 European Cases.



CHALLENGES in Short Food Supply Chains

1.Governance of new networks: collaboration & trust:

- Many food producers work independently and see others as competitors ;

- Building relationships with public authorities and community organizations - takes

time and effort.

2. Public Sector adaptation:

- Experts need new skills to developpe and interpret legislation in a way that supports

small producers.

3. Consumer awareness & education:

- Consumers need more than just access to products—they need reasons to buy them

(education, who assume this role, with what ressources?)



"What short food supply chain 
models do you know (or are 
involved in), and how have been 
overcome different challenges they
face?"



ASAT
CSA model in Romania 

www.asatromania.ro
https://urgenci.net/

A discussion with Marius Cobârzan 
and Sergiu Florean

http://www.asatromania.ro/
https://urgenci.net/


"In what ways do far-
right movements
manipulate the
concept of local food 
to promote their
ideological agenda?

What we can do?"



FEEDBACK

https://framaforms.org/looking-
upfeedback-online-session-32-
1742306929


	Secțiune implicită
	Diapositiva 1: Urban-rural relationships through food and short supply chains
	Diapositiva 2: SHORT PRESENTATION:
	Diapositiva 3
	Diapositiva 4
	Diapositiva 5: SHORT FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN (SFSC)
	Diapositiva 6
	Diapositiva 7: EXAMPLES OF SHORT FOOD SUPPLY CHAIN (SFSC)
	Diapositiva 8: IMPACT
	Diapositiva 9: CHALLENGES in Short Food Supply Chains 
	Diapositiva 10:  
	Diapositiva 11: ASAT CSA model in Romania   www.asatromania.ro https://urgenci.net/ 
	Diapositiva 12:  
	Diapositiva 13:  


